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TIME CAPSULE PROJECT 2021 – Junior Infants to 6th Class 

This school year has been unprecedented and 

unusual as we all had to adapt to the new 

norms of social distancing, pods, bubbles, on-

line learning (I see parents shuddering at the 

thought!) and lockdowns. We felt it would be 

a lovely idea for the children to be able to 

recall in years to come how they adapted and 

used their resilience and determination to 

overcome the restrictions that Covid has 

brought to their lives.  

Each class created a piece of work to place in 

a Time Capsule which is located in our school courtyard. The idea here is that every year for the 

next 8 years, each 6th class will unearth the Time Capsule and each class can observe their work 

from the bizarre year that was 2020/21.  

Our Junior and Senior Infant classes created some beautiful memory jars which they will rediscover 

in 2027 and 2028!! 

Our Second Class pupils even produced and created their own movie based on the Covid year – 

which they will get to view again when they dig up the Time Capsule in 2025! 

Other levels from 1st to 6th Class created some lovely artwork, wrote letters to 

their future selves and included many digital recordings and photographs. We 

hope to create some lovely photo displays of the year gone by which will be 

displayed on the school corridors for many years to come. Many thanks to the 

teachers involved who co-ordinated and guided the project at the different 

levels. 

First Class Pyjama Day 

First class had a Pyjama Day 

as a treat for all their hard 

work this term! It was a su-

per comfy and colourful day 

in class with all the PJs! 

Rang 2 Book Project 

At the beginning of 
the school year, Ms 
de Rís’s Rang a Dó 
wrote a book titled 
‘Lockdown Likes 
and Dislikes’. 
This book was ac-
cepted by Steven 
Skeldon, Archivist, 
into the Cork City 
and County Ar-
chives. 
Future generations 
will learn what 
lockdown was like 
for young people 
during the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

Green Schools 

As part of our Green Schools programme Coisceim B 

made a Bug Hotel. We wanted a safe place in our school 

garden for minibeasts to shelter, lay their eggs ad hide 

from predators! 

Our bug Hotel was made from all eco-friendly materials 

that we gathered. 

We went to White point strand on our walks to collect 

stones, shells, driftwood and seaweed.  

We really 

enjoyed 

the pro-

ject and 

we are 

keeping 

an eye 

on it to 

see how 

many 

visitors 

we get!  

https://apps.apple.com/ie/app/bunscoil-rinn-an-chabhlaigh/id1119570686?ls=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lettertec.bsrac


Pizza party - Ms. Meaney;’s Class & Ms Clifford’s — 

Coiscéim  

We had a pizza party as a 

reward for all of the excel-

lent work we've done this 

year. We really enjoyed 

making the pizza's and 

tasting some new foods 

 

Hysterical Histories – 3rd -6th Class  
As we couldn’t go on a physical school tour, each class 
from 3rd to 6th journeyed through Cork’s history virtually. 
We met some famous Cork people like Nano Nagle, St Fin-
barr, Tomás Mac Curtain and Terrence MacSwiney. Hyster-
ical Histories have a website where you can check out a 
map of the city with some cool history facts at https://
HystericalHistories.ie Print it off and spend a day exploring 
the city with your family over the summer, see how many 
places you can tick off the list. You’re sure to see some of 
the cool places in our city and learn something new! 

3rd Classes 

We went on a 

walking tour 

of Cobh & 

ended up in 

the Titanic 

Memorial 

Gardens, tak-

ing in the 

fabulous view 

and weather, 

a stop off at 

the play-

ground & 

sweet treats 

from Aunty  

Nellies was 

one of the 

Ms. Thompson's First class took part in the 
BFG to the EU (the big friendly guide to the 
European Union) project in conjunction 
with UCC. 
They made a short video to say what they 
already knew and what they wanted to 
learn about the EU. 
After learning about the countries that are 
part of the club they also learned about the 
map of Europe and the flags of the 26 coun-
tries. We even learned some interesting 
facts about some of the member countries. 
We have pupils in our class from other EU 
member states that taught a few words in 
their native language! 
Finally, we made another video explaining 
all the things we had learned! 
UCC were so impressed they asked if they 
could use our video on their website!! 
 

RSA ROAD SAFETY LESSONS – June 2021 

Every year the children receive a visit 

from a Road Safety Authority rep who 

gives a detailed lesson on the importance 

of Road Safety – This year since a physical 

visit was not possible, our Road Safety 

rep visited each class from 1st to 6th and 

Coscéim virtually! The children learned 

the importance of wearing seatbelts, us-

ing car child-seats, wearing helmets, 

wearing Hi-Vis and how to cross the road 

in a safe manner. Really important life-

skills for all children. Everyone agreed 

that the lessons were invaluable and 

worthwhile! Here’s to a fun and SAFE 

summer for us all! 

https://HystericalHistories.ie
https://HystericalHistories.ie


5th class – sewing project 

In Fifth class, we were fortunate enough again this year to work with Carmel 

Creaner on a sewing project. We began by choosing contrasting colours for our 

pieces of thread. The first stitch we did was the running stitch (we learned this in 

4th class) around the perimeter of a square we had drawn on a piece of fabric. We 

then drew random lines within the square and used the seeding stitch to join 

these up with our needles and thread. The seeding stitch originated in Japan and 

luckily, we even had a History lesson from Carmel on how and when they used to 

use these stitches in their clothing. This stitch can be used today to decorate and 

reinforce the strength of the fabric on our jeans or other pieces of clothing. We 

also learned about how the textiles industry affects the environment and how 

important it is to consider ‘stitching before ditching’. We absolutely loved having 

Carmel back in the classroom (virtually) and getting the opportunity to learn the 

lifelong skill of sewing!  

6th Class Study Skills Webinar. 

Our 6th Class students were very fortunate to get the opportuni-

ty to take part in a live study skills webinar in preparation for 

their big step to Secondary School in September. This webinar 

taught them how to use sketch notes to help them remember 

what they have learned!  

They learned that:  Listening/Reading + Thinking of Images + 

Drawing really helps them to remember what they are study-

ing for. 

Secondary exams won’t be a problem for any of our students 

now! 

Coisceim B  

We entered the Cork Harbour Festival build a model boat competition.  

The theme of the competition was ‘Home by the Lee’. We modelled our 

boat on the Cross River Ferry as lots of our teachers and pupils use it. 

We used all recyclable materials in the building of our boat. We contact-

ed DSG and told them about our model and they invited us onto the fer-

ry. We got to go up to the wheel house and chat to the driver of the fer-

ry. They even gave us a goodie bag for all our hard work!  

Not only that but out of 95 entries we got a special mention for our mod-

el boat at the online awards ceremony. So, well done to all the pupils 

involved! 

 



 

Active School Week- Zumba: 

The whole school enjoyed a morning of Zumba on Friday 11th June as part of Active School Week. The 

boys and girls were so excited to welcome Frank back to the main yard. Frank did his Zumba moves 

from the stage which was set up on the yard.  Junior Infants had their very first Zumba class and really 

loved it! Their favourite dance was the ‘Gummy Bear’ dance. The Senior classes did the ‘Jerusalema 

Dance’ which they really enjoyed! Lots of teachers couldn’t resist joining in too. Thanks Frank for a fan-

tastic morning of dance- a great way to start our Friday!!  

Active Flag 

BSRAC delighted to be awarded our Second Active School Flag 

last month. We received a special accreditation award as a 

standout school and a prize of a new outdoor speaker!!   Well 

done to all children, staff and families for getting involved in 

our many Active School flag initiatives throughout the year. 

Well done to the Active School Flag Committee for their hard 

work   

 

 

Creative Schools Programme. 

Rang 4 engaged in a fantastic Art project with local ceramic artist Áine Farrell. The theme was Resilience 

which was inspired by the Fourth Class Weaving Well Being Programme and by the Resilience shown by all 

children through the past year in the face of many challenges. The children had three workshops with Áine 

exploring the theme through various media but primarily clay. Their creations will be installed over the 

summer months and we look forward to the unveiling in September. It will provide an inspirational and life 

affirming backdrop to our lovely courtyard area to be enjoyed by students and teachers in the years to 

come.  

We celebrated Autism Awareness Day in 
our school (02/04/21). The pupils from Coi-
scéim and the infant classes decorated a 
jigsaw piece to form an Autism Awareness 
Tree. The rest of the school designed or 
coloured a bookmark to raise autism aware-

ness.  



Colour Day 

On Friday 18th June the whole school enjoyed a day of much needed colour to end the school year.  The school was festooned 

with colour – balloons, bunting, banners and posters. Children and staff arrived in dressed in a riot of colours which added to 

the excitement. Children enjoyed a day of bubbles, water fun, chalk colouring, fun with paint and an ice-pop treat.  The finale 

was a Colour Run where the children from Rang 3 – 6  ran 

the gauntlet of teach-

ers armed with col-

oured powder and 

water guns. A fun day 

enjoyed by all and a 

deserving treat for all 

our fantastic children 

5th class had a wonderful STEM experience as part of the Steps Engineering schools 
programme this year. Ruadhán’s Dad-Carl Jackson, connected in through Zoom with 
each of the 5th classes separately for a fun and interactive session about Engineer-
ing. Carl talked to the children about all of the different types of Engineering careers 
that are available and what being an Engineer is like. Resources were provided for 
an experiment at the end of the session. Carl talked the children through the experi-
ment. The children thoroughly enjoyed doing the experiment. Children were given 
the opportunity to ask lots of interesting questions about Engineering too. It was a 
fantastic experience for all in 5th class. We are so grateful to Carl for taking the time 
to share his expertise and enthusiasm with the children in 5th. It is sure to have in-
spired some of our budding Engineers! 



Mr. Stephenson’s Sixth Class have really enjoyed working on the Sam’s Busi- ness Programme this 

term and have learned a lot about entrepreneurship and how businesses operate successfully 

around the world. The class decided to give a go at setting up their own busi- ness called ‘Squirty 

Sanitisers’: A travel-sized hand sanitiser product with custom stickers, the BSRAC logo and a 

variety of coloured clips to ensure that you never forget to sanitise your hands! Each pupil 

decided to contribute €5 of their own money to build up their capital and plan how we could 

best invest our money. The class worked in pods and completed numerous mini-projects includ-

ing market research surveys and interviews along with 

product design through ICT tools and our own artistic abilities! Once the children had completed their 

research, Ms. Flannery and Mrs. O’Connor attended our ‘Dragon’s Den’ style pitch and gave us some 

very useful pointers which we used to help make our product the best it could be! Throughout the past 

two months, the class have made over €500 

and have shown their abilities to be amazing 

young entrepreneurs! Having each received 

their investments back and had an amazing 

secret pizza party, the class decided to do-

nate the remaining €211 to Jigsaw: A cork-

based charity that provides expert mental 

health advice and support to teenagers 

around Ireland. Liz, a charity champion for Lidl and Jigsaw, paid a visit to the school, 

collected the check and left us some sweet treats! We have really enjoyed our small 

business set-up and there is no question that in the future, BSRAC will have some 

fantastic entrepreneurs! 

 For their school tour, Sixth Class pupils took the ferry over to Spike Island! Each class 

went on a guided tour of ‘Spike’ and learned about its many uses throughout the Neolithic, Medieval and Viking ages. We also explored its con-

temporary use as a prison, asked questions about its clever design, how prisoners might have lived and if anyone ever managed to escape! After 

our guided tour, we went on a walk around the island to see the wonderful views surrounding it. We also had enough time to explore various 

buildings on the island like A Block and the Children’s Prison, all of which we found 

an-suimiúil. Having successfully escaped Spike, we managed to catch the ferry back to 

Cobh! On our way back to school, Mr. Buckley, Ms. Sheehy and Mr. Stephenson decid-

ed to make a pit stop at Aunty 

Nellies Sweet Shop to refuel after our 

long day. What a super way to cele-

brate our final school tour at 

BSRAC! 

 

Sixth Class have been completing a 

BSRAC art tradition by creating some beautiful clay masks over the past few weeks. First, the 

children had to design their masks on a sheet of paper and select which colour glazes they 

would like to include on their masks. Then, 

the children moulded their clay to a mask 

template and left it to dry overnight. Each 

mask was then fired in the kiln and left to cool fully before adding a glaze to make our 

masks pop with colour. Having completed the process, we enjoyed trying on, sharing and 

discussing our creations and designs with one another. Take a look at some of the examples 

below! 

Mr. Stephenson’s Sixth Class explored the art of 
tenor drumming this past term and learned about 
the rhythmic patterns and flourishes that exist in 
pipe bands. We were lucky enough to use TyFry 
Sticks made by world renowned Canadian drum-
mer, Tyler Fry. We completed the Irish Pipe Band 
Association’s Foundation Course in Tenor Drum-
ming and then decided to sit the practice exam to 
obtain certification. It was to great delight that all 
children managed to pass the practical exam with 
flying colours and all were awarded certificate! 

Chomhghairdeas le gach duine!  

RANG 6 NEWS!  



 

 

 

 

 

UACHTARÁN NA hÉIREANN PRESIDENT OF IRELAND MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT MICHAEL D. HIGGINS  

Is mian liom gach beannacht a ghuí oraibh, a dhaltaí bunscoile, agus sibh ag teacht chun deireadh na bliana scoile, agus ag 
tabhairt aghaidh anois ar na laethanta saoire fhada atá romhaibh.  

May I send my very best wishes to all our primary school children as you enter the final weeks of this school year. It has I 
am aware been a difficult, and in some ways strange, year for all of you.  

At school, you have been asked to follow new rules and restrictions in order to keep your fellow pupils, teachers and their 
families safe. At home, too, you have had to find different ways to keep in touch with your friends and to pursue your hob-
bies and interests as you played your important part in preventing, as much as possible, the spread of Covid 19.  

Following your Christmas break you were all asked to once again learn at home for some time, and for those of you who 
could, to work online with your teachers and your classmates until it was safe for you to return to your schools.  

You have also, of course, been unable to enjoy many of the events that are normally such an important part of the school 
year for many of you, including religious ceremonies such as First Holy Communion and Confirmation ceremonies, Christ-
mas plays and concerts, sports days, tours and outings. May I say, as President of Ireland, how very impressed I have been 
at the cheerful and responsible way in which you have responded to the sacrifices asked of you throughout this challeng-
ing time. You have constantly placed the health and safety of others above your own wishes and needs, and that is some-
thing of which you, along with your teachers and parents, can be very proud indeed.  

Although this has been a difficult year it has also, I hope, been a year during which you learnt much about the importance 
of people pulling together, of taking care of their friends and of all the people with whom they share a community. That is 
a greatly important lesson, and one that I hope you will carry with you for the rest of your lives.  

As the school year draws to its close, I assure you it is one that we, the adults who have benefitted so much from your 
selfless actions, will always remember, grateful for and very proud of a generation of children who are so generous and so 
willing to change their behaviour for the benefit of others.  

For some of you, this is the end of your primary school journey and you are no doubt looking forward to commencing sec-
ondary school in September. I wish you every happiness and success as you start that new chapter in your lives.  

For those of you who will be returning to your primary schools in the autumn, I greatly hope it will be a year during which 
you will be able to resume all of the activities which make your school lives so pleasurable.  

To all of you I send my deepest gratitude and my best wishes for a very happy and enjoyable summer holiday. Bain gach 
sult as an samhradh. Make the most of these long summer days and enjoy yourselves as you spend time with your families 
and friends.  


