
 

BSRAC Geography Policy 

Introduction 

 

This policy outlines the teaching and organisation of Geography in Bunscoil Rinn an Chabhlaigh. The policy 

has been drawn up collaboratively by the teaching staff. The implementation of this policy is the 

responsibility of all teaching staff. It will serve as a guide for new teachers joining the school. 

 

Rationale 

 

Geographical work in the school is based on: 

 The guidelines laid out by the National Curriculum.  

 The need to develop a core curriculum in our school. 

 The interests, background and needs of the children. 

 The opportunities provided by the local environment. 

 A plan which will help children acquire open, critical and responsible attitudes so as to enable them 

to live as informed and caring members of local and wider communities in an interdependent world. 

 

Vision and Aims 

Vision 

Through the teaching of Geography and our engagement with the Green Schools programme our vision in 

BSRAC is to inspire our pupils to become global citizens by exploring their own place in the world, their 

attitudes and their responsibilities to other people, to the environment and to the sustainability of the 

planet. 

 

Geography in BSRAC incorporates the study of Local →National → European → Global studies   over the 

course of the child’s school life. 

 

We aim to encourage our pupils to contribute and play a role in their communities by encouraging them to 

appreciate the interdependence of people and societies from local to global.   

 



 

 

Aims: We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Geography 

 

 To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their 

interrelationships 

 To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on 

the Earth 

 To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human 

interdependence 

 To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the 

development of graphicacy 

 To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness 

 To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the 

environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of 

environmental problems 

 To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts 

 To increase children’s awareness of their immediate environment around Bunscoil Rinn an 

Chabhlaigh, including materials, buildings, habitats, workers and workplaces. 

 

 

This Geography Plan will be addressed under the following headings 

 

Curriculum Planning 

 Skills development  

 Children’s ideas 

 Approaches and methodologies 

 Linkage and integration 

 Assessment and record keeping 

 Children with different needs 

 Equality of participation and access 

 

Organisational Planning: 

 Timetable 

 Resources and ICT 

 Health and safety 

 Individual teachers’ planning and reporting 

 Staff development 

 Parental involvement 

 Community links 

 



Curriculum Planning 

Strands and strand units 

Teachers will familiarise themselves with the strand and strand units relevant to the class they are teaching. 

 

Skills and concepts development 

 

In the delivery of the Geography curriculum teachers are aware of the need for a balance between skill 

development and knowledge acquisition. Skills and concepts are developed under three main headings: 

a. A sense of Place and Space  

b. Maps, Globes and Graphical Skills  

c. Geographical and Investigation Skills 

 

Children’s Ideas 

 

In BSRAC we believe that pupils learning should be based on direct personal experience and knowledge. This 

is a key part of the Geography studied in our school. We use the following strategies to find out these ideas 

 Talk and Discussion  

 Questioning, 

 Listening  

 Problem solving tasks, 

 Drawings  

 Photographs and pictures 

 Teacher designed tasks  

 KWL Charts  

 Concept Mapping 

 

Approaches and methodologies 

 

The following approaches and methodologies will be used for Geography. 

 

 Active learning 

  Problem solving  

 Developing skills through content  

 Talk and discussion  

 Co-operative learning  

 Use of the environment  

 Photos and artefacts  

 ICT  



 Guided discovery  

 Interviews and surveys  

 Maps, globes and atlases  

 Simulation and models  

 Fieldwork/Cobh Trails 

  

Linkage and integration 

At all class levels there are opportunities to link activities across different areas of the Geography 

curriculum. Teachers are encouraged to take a thematic approach where appropriate to S.E.S.E planning, 

to allow integration between Geography, History and Science. There are also opportunities to integrate 

the teaching of Geography with other curriculum areas such as, History, Art, English, Maths, SPHE and 

Religion. 

 

An emphasis is placed on the explicit teaching of new geographic vocabulary needed by the children for 

geography related activities. A conscious effort is made to develop children’s language, competence, and 

confidence by providing opportunities to prepare and deliver geographic presentations.  

 

Assessment and record keeping 

 

The teachers will assess the following   

 

 Progress in children’s knowledge of content 

 Ability to use geographical skills  

 Development of attitudes 

 

 Using the following methods –  

 Teacher observation  

 Teacher-designed tasks and tests  

 Work samples, portfolios and projects  

 Curriculum profiles  

 Questioning 

  Concept mapping  

 Self- assessment 

 

 We will use any information from the assessments to inform class and school planning. Information 

regarding the children’s progress will be shared with parents/guardians through parent/ teacher meetings 

and written reports, seesaw. 

 

 

 

 



Children with different needs 

 

 It is important that all children experience a rounded environmental education. Geography plays a 

pivotal role in this education and so we will do our best to ensure that every child will have 

opportunities to engage in learning activities appropriate to their abilities. Teachers will use a mixture 

of whole-class teaching and group work, with different groups set tasks of various complexities. 

 Teachers will develop their questioning techniques spanning from simple recall to more complex and 

analytical skills so that all pupils will have opportunities for success. 

 Map work will be graded for the less able and more able student. 

 Different ways of recording and communicating findings will be encouraged- drawing, ICT, written 

records, oral reports and models 

 All children benefit from active involvement in the environment so all will be encouraged to 

participate in fieldwork 

 The exceptional ability child will be encouraged to undertake additional research and recording their 

geographical findings in different ways 

 Children will be provided with opportunities to work co-operatively in mixed ability groups and will 

be given a variety of investigative work for different levels of achievement. 

 

 

Equality of participation and access 

 

 Equal opportunities given to boys and girls to participate in classes/activities as all pupils are 

included in all aspects of the subject.  

 Geography class is used as an opportunity to integrate the culture of all pupils 

 

 

Organisational Planning 

 

Timetable 

At infant level two hours and fifteen minutes per week are allocated for SESE. From first class up to sixth 

class, the allocation is three hours per week. Depending on the topic and at the teacher’s discretion, time 

can be blocked or extended. Geography may also be integrated into Aistear in the junior classes. 

 

 

Resources and ICT  

Internet access is available in all classrooms. Each class has access to 5 tablets. More tablets can be acquired 

by using all tablets for your level for a particular lesson. We use of digital camera, the interactive whiteboard, 

Internet, I pads, DVDs and video clips are encouraged. 

 

We are embedding the use of digital technology in SESE as per our School Improvement Plan. 

All Teachers to incorporate ICT in teaching and learning of SESE Subjects. Each teacher is encouraged to use one 

digital tool per fortnight.  

A full list of digital tools can be found in the Digital folder the LAN. 

  

Health and safety 



 

Teachers are aware of health and safety issues as outlined in our health and safety policy when 

participating in fieldtrips, trails or handling equipment. The same health and safety policy applies 

both in school and out of school and teachers always do their utmost to ensure the safety of the 

children in their care. 

 

Individual teachers’ planning and reporting 

 

 Individual teachers will refer to Bunscoil Rinn an Chabhlaigh’s core curriculum to guide their long and 

short-term planning. Teachers will plan using the strands and strand units and also use a thematic 

approach if applicable to integrate with other S.E.S.E subjects 

 A record of the class’s work will be recorded by the teacher in their Cúntais Míosúil. Parents are 

informed of children’s progress in Geography at parent –teacher meetings and in end of year report 

cards. 

 Each teacher has a long-term plan for the year drawn up collaboratively with teachers of the same 

class level. From this each teacher will tailor fortnightly short-term planning according to the 

individual needs of their own class.  

 

Staff development 

 

Staff are encouraged to attend relevant courses where possible and to share knowledge, resources and 

updated information with colleagues at staff meetings. 

 

 

Parental involvement and community links 

 

 Parents can be involved in supporting the geography plan through supporting children with 

homework, assisting with field trips etc and speaking to classes on a geographical area where 

they may have expertise 

 Members of organisations/individuals in the community who support the school’s geography 

programme include: workers in the community, fire brigade, ambulance, lollipop lady, Gardaí,    

 The children are involved with Cobh Tidy Towns. 

 The children are involved in Green schools programme and currently have 8 flags. They are 

currently working towards their 9th flag – Global Citizenship Travel  

 

Using the Local Environment 

   

 Local trails e.g. the school grounds/environment, looking at signs in the community, walking 

tour of Cobh, industries in the area, bridges in the area, walking tour of Cork city. 

 Making use of our local strand in Whitepoint. 

 Buildings in the local community e.g. Cobh Cathedral, Cobh museum, the Heritage Centre, 

Garda station, Post office. 

 Visiting our local Bible garden, Titanic Garden  

 School Garden 

 



 

 

 

Implementation 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

This policy was reviewed, revised and updated in 2021. The plan will be implemented by the whole school. 

It will be communicated to staff through the LAN. Support and assistance of the plan will be provided by 

Principal and Assistant Principal for Geography Cathy O’ Sullivan.  

 

Review 

The Geography Policy will be reviewed in 2022 by Principal, AP’s, Teachers and BOM. 

 

 

 

ICT Resources 

 

Google Maps www.googlemaps.com, www.lookaroundireland.com  

Ordnance Survey of Ireland www.osi.ie 

Geography Teaching Site www.geography-site.co.uk 

Teaching Ideas - Geography http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/geography/contents.htm  

Pot Luck  www.scoilnet.ie 

SIP http://www.sip.ie/sip069/Documents/geographypagethree.html 

http://www.ict.mic.ul.ie/geography.html 

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/learning-zone/primary-students/5th-+-6th-class/geography/aspects-of-cork-city/cobh/ 

 

 

Other Websites 

Primary Development Service for teachers-www.pdst.ie 

School Development Planning Support www.sdps.ie 

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment www.ncca.ie 

ENFO www.enfo.ie 

TeachNet Ireland www.teachnet.ie 

Scoilnet www.scoilnet.ie 
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Key areas to 

work on this 

year: 

 

 

1.Skill - To 

develop the 

pupils sense 

of place and 

space. 

2. Actively 

explore the 

local 

environment 

3. Integrate 

Geography 

and History 

for our local 

trails 

 

Action Plan 2022/23 

NAME: Cathy  O’ Sullivan 

Content: Vocabulary to 

be taught to support 

PLC/ OL if applicable 

Time frame/ 

who is 

responsible 

Term 1 

 

Complete SSE target for Geography – Term 1  

Strand: Human Environments 

Strand Unit: School 

Interviewing our caretaker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local trip to the Cathedral 

 

Strand: Human Environments 

Strand unit: Living in the local community 

 

Discussion around 

question words what, 

where, why, when, who 

etc 

Pupils prepare and 

practice interview 

questions using question 

words & record on 

seesaw. 

 

 

 

Describe and discuss the 

colours/textures/shape 

sizes and appearance of 

our cathedral and 

compare it to other 

buildings on the trail. 

Teachers will prepare the 

pupils with the relevant 

vocabulary before the 

trail. 

 

 

 

Senior Infants  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Class 

 

Term 2  

Liaise with junior infants and senior infants to 

see how we can include more environment based 

learning and link it with the new Explorers 

programme. 

 

 

 

  

C.O’ Sullivan 

AP for 

Geography and 

teachers of JI + 

SI 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 

 

Local trip to Titanic Experience  

Strand: Human Environments 

Strand Unit: Living in the local Community  

 

 

 

 

Describe and discuss the 

journey/landscape to and 

from our town.  

Teachers will prepare the 

pupils with 

positional/descriptive 

language prior to the 

trail 

Near, in front of, at the 

corner, hilly, flat, near 

the water,  

 

2nd Class 

 

 

 



 

 

 


